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Alcatraz East Crime Museum to Hold 2" Annual Graffiti Art Contest
Graffiti artists are invited to compete for prizes and to have their work on exhibit

PIGEON FORGE, Tennessee (April 2, 2019) — Drive through any city in America and
you are bound to see some graffiti. Some people love it, while others hate it. These
images, letters and paintings found on buildings, bridges and other surfaces can often
signal decay and bring property values down. This has prompted many cities to create
designated graffiti art spaces, and many businesses have commissioned artists to
create murals to deter graffiti on their walls. Putting graffiti art into the spotlight, Alcatraz
East Crime Museum will be holding its 2" annual Graffiti Art Contest on Saturday, June
1, 2019. All graffiti artists are invited to compete for cash prizes and the chance to have

their work on exhibit in the museum.

“We are happy to encourage people to think outside the box and work with those who
love this form of public art,” explains Rachael Penman, director of artifacts and exhibits
at Alcatraz East Crime Museum. “This contest gives artists a chance to showcase their

talent and a rare chance to have their art featured in a museum.”

The artists who are selected to compete in the contest will be staged in the parking lot
behind the Alcatraz East Crime Museum. The event is open to the public. There will be
three winners, who will be awarded $750, $350, and $200 respectively. Each of the

three winners will also have their graffiti art put on exhibit inside the museum.
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Contestants must pre-qualify by entering online and must be at least 18 years old. The
deadline to enter for consideration for the contest is May 8, 2019. Artists can review the

full guidelines for the contest at: https://www.alcatrazeast.com/graffiti-contest/.

The judges’ panel includes local representatives of law enforcement and the arts,
including Pigeon Forge Chief of Police Richard Catlett. In 2018, Alcatraz East Crime
Museum held its first annual graffiti contest, with contestants from both the local area

and surrounding states. The grand prize went to Steve Hall of Maryville, Tennessee.

"Everyone competing was very kind, and it was inspiring to see all different artists with
different talents, backgrounds, mediums, and ideas come together and celebrate their

art,” says Emily Overbey, an artist who competed in last year's competition.

The Alcatraz East Crime Museum is located at the entrance to The Island, at 2757
Parkway in Pigeon Forge. They are located near the Margaritaville Hotel and Paula
Deen’s Family Kitchen. The museum is always adding to its collection, and has a star-
studded panel of experts who make up the Advisory Board, including those in law
enforcement, collectors, a medical examiner, crime scene investigators, and others. The
board includes Jim Willett, a retired prison warden, Anthony Rivera, a combat veteran
and Navy SEAL chief, and Judge Belvin Perry, Jr., who is best known for the Casey
Anthony trial. For more information and to purchase tickets, visit:

www.alcatrazeast.com.

About Alcatraz East

Alcatraz East is the most arresting crime museum in the United States. Guests of all
ages can encounter a unique journey into the history of American crime, crime-solving,
and our justice system. Through interactive exhibits and original artifacts, Alcatraz East
is an entertaining and educational experience for all ages - so much fun it’s a crime!
This family attraction is located at the entrance of The Island, located at 2757 Parkway,
Pigeon Forge, TN. General admission tickets are $14.95 for children and $24.95 for

adults. Group ticket sales are available. The museum is open daily from 10 a.m. to 9
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p.m., with the last ticket sold 60 minutes before closing. For more information and to

purchase tickets, visit: www.alcatrazeast.com.
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