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Explore Rare Crime Artifacts from Tennessee and Across the Country
at Alcatraz East Crime Museum
Those in the Gatlinburg/Pigeon Forge area can view and learn about a wide variety of
rare crime artifacts displayed at Alcatraz East Crime Museum
PIGEON FORGE, Tennessee (July 7, 2017) –Those living in and visiting the
Gatlinburg/Pigeon Forge, Tennessee area will find a wide range of rare crime and law
enforcement artifacts on display at the new Alcatraz East Crime Museum. The variety of
objects on display offer an up close and personal look at the stories of some of the most
notorious people and crimes in American and Tennessee history, located practically in
your own backyard.
“For those looking for something new, different, and interesting, Alcatraz East Crime
Museum is the perfect place to visit,” states Janine Vaccarello, chief operating officer for
Alcatraz East. “Our guests enjoy learning about infamous crimes, the people involved,
and how they can help prevent crime themselves. There’s something for everyone at
the museum, from children learning about safety tips to adults seeing how good their
aim is.”

The museum is the home to artifacts, which include firearms, CSI equipment, prison art,
and automobiles, come from hundreds of justice and law enforcement divisions
nationwide, including several from the state of Tennessee. This includes Tennessee
police badges, the polygraph machine used on Martin Luther King Jr. assassin James
Earl Ray, items belonging to outlaw Jesse James, confiscated moonshine stills, a
display on Dr. William M. Bass of the Body Farm, and the museum’s newest addition,

the original CBC (super glue) machine and patent, designed to lift fingerprints from
bodies, invented by Sevier County native Arthur M. Bohanan. One of the centerpieces
of the new museum is Tennessee’s electric chair, “Old Smokey,” that was used in 125
executions from 1916-1960.

Additionally, the museum features numerous Tennessee stories, such as the Scopes
Monkey Trial, legendary lawman Sheriff Buford Pusser, Machine Gun Kelly’s Memphis
capture, local presidents Andrew Jackson and Andrew Johnson, and the shootings in
Chattanooga. The collection also includes prison art from the Tennessee State Prison,
leatherwork from the Brushy Mountain State Prison, a Sevier County Sheriff’s Office
patrol car, and a Pigeon Forge Police uniform. There are also rotating temporary
exhibits, currently including one on wildlife trafficking, which explores how species,
including local black bears, are affected by poaching and what citizens can do to help
address the problem.
“Whether your interests are to see the famous O.J. Simpson white Bronco or the
Natalee Holloway dedication, there is a wide variety of stories to explore,” states
Vaccarello, “Visitors from across the country come to visit the museum and always find
something that is personal to them or their state; Alcatraz East Crime Museum has
quickly become a must-see attraction!”

Alcatraz East officially joined the ranks of fun and family friendly Sevier County options
on December 16, 2016. The new crime museum is located at the entrance to The
Island, at 2757 Parkway in Pigeon Forge, near the Margaritaville Hotel and Paula
Deen’s Family Kitchen. Guests can also enjoy free parking available at The Island
during their visit.

The museum has a star-studded panel of experts who make up the Advisory Board,
including those in law enforcement, collectors, a medical examiner, crime scene
investigators, and others. The board includes Jim Willett, a retired prison warden,

Anthony Rivera, a combat veteran and Navy SEAL chief, and Judge Belvin Perry, Jr.,
who is best known for the Casey Anthony trial.

General admission tickets are $14.95 for children, $24.95 for adults. Group ticket sales
are available. The museum is open daily from 10 am to 9 pm, with the last ticket sold 60
minutes before closing. For more information and to purchase tickets, visit:
www.alcatrazeast.com.

About Alcatraz East
Alcatraz East is the most arresting crime museum in the United States. Guests of all
ages can encounter a unique journey into the history of American crime, crime solving,
and our justice system. Through interactive exhibits and original artifacts, Alcatraz East
is an entertaining and educational experience for all ages - so much fun it’s a crime!
This family attraction is located at the entrance of The Island, located at 2757 Parkway,
Pigeon Forge, TN. For more information, visit www.alcatrazeast.com.
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